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Abstract
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Background and Objectives:HIV/AIDS continues to be a major public health problem
both in the United States and around the world. New, innovative approaches to HIV/AIDS
prevention must be developed and implemented in order to address the growing epidemic,
particularly in populations that are disproportionately affected by the disease. This study
focuses on understanding one such innovative approach to HIV/AIDS prevention: faith-based
prevention programs. The study was an exploratory qualitative in to understanding how
HIV/AIDS prevention programs operate in faith-based settings. To that end, this study
provided a framework for implementing HIV/AIDS prevention programs in faith-based
settings.

Methods:The data for the present study were collected from participants in Project
FAITH (Fostering AIDS Initiatives that Heal), a state-wide demonstration project focused on
faith-bassed HIV/AIDS prevention in South Carolina. Methodology based in grounded theory
methods wasused to collect and analyze focus group and interview data collected from pastors,
care team members, technical assistance providers, and the project champion.

Results: The results of this study focused on the inputs, enablers inhibitors, mediators, and
outputs of HIV/AIDS prevention in South Carolina. Methodology based in ground theory
methods was used to collect and analyze focus group and interview datacollected from pastors,
care team members, technical assistance providers, and the project champion.

— Conclusion:The results of this study focused on the inputs, enablers and outputs of
HIV/AIDS prevention programs implemented by faith-based organizations that participated in
Project FAITH. Additional findings included two contexts in which these programs operate:
policy and stigma. Results were used to develop a framework for faith-based HIV/AIDS
prevention programs. Further, this study demonstrated that faith-based HIV/AIDS prevention
programs were appropriate and resulted in prevention-related outputs.
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